"= UNCHURCHED

any Americans who don’t go to church are happy These are among the findings of a new online survey

to talk about religion and want to find deeper of 2,000 unchurched Americans from Nashville-based
purpose in life. They're open to taking part in LifeWay Research. The survey, conducted in partnership
community service events hosted at a church or  with the Wheaton, Illinois-based Billy Graham Center for
going to a church concert. Evangelism, found more than half of Americans who don’t
But only about a third say they’d go to a worship service  go to church identify as Christians.
if invited by someone they know. The question of But they are mostly indifferent to organized religion,

what happens after they die rarely crosses
their minds.

says Scott McConnell, executive director of
LifeWay Research.

MEET THE UNCHURCHED

or this survey, “unchurched” means those
who have not attended a worship service
in the last six months, outside of a holiday or special
occasion like a wedding.

Among their characteristics:
e Two-thirds (67 percent) are white
e Just over half (53 percent) are male
o About half (47 percent) have a high school
diploma or less

IF THE UNCHURCHED ONCE ATTENDED A CHURCH, WHY DID THEY LEAVE? Q\SQ,USSWN
Among the reasons they stopped going to church: o When someone
Only attended hecause my parents made me: wants to talk about
T — s their religious beliefs,

Lost interest:

I 3%, how do you respond?
Turned off by the church’s moral stances: 1\
I 1% Change the subject

Moved away from the church: as soon as possible
I 20 % 11% Discuss it freely
Lost trust in the church: Discuss it with 47%
_G ] ] 20% some discomfort

ot too busy in my life: . . 5
I (% There are many beliefs about life after death. 12% Listen with
Had a negative experience personally Which statement is closest to your own beliefs? actively participating
with people at church: o
—— 107 31% \
| made life choices that would not be olorelieallvikios)

supported by a church: 37%

Go to heaven because you received Christ as Savior:

I 11 %
| lost trust in God: . e AFTERL’FE?
— Go to heaven because you tried to be a good person:
: 15%
,‘\;\{ AS CHRISTIAN Cease to exist: How often do you wonder,

12%

[ H
Return in another life form: If I were to die today, do

<3\° 7% | know for sure | would go
& OF Hnese wihe Go to heaven because God accepts everyone: to heaven?”
5% :
. identify as Christian, Go to heaven because you tried to obey Ten Commandments:

1 in 4 reports having %

. Monthy
a strong faith.

11%

Note: Charts are rounded,
50 some totals may not
equal 100%.

MOST UNCHURCHED PEOPLE DON'T PLAN
TO GO TO CHURCH IN THE FUTURE FEW ARE HOSTILE TO CHURCH

Almost two-thirds (62 percent) went to church regularly as a
child. Few had a bad experience with people at church (19
percent) or were turned off by the church’s teaching on moral
issues (21 percent). Many seem to have simply fallen out of the

Being part of a congregation doesn’t seem to appeal to most of the un-
churched, even after they marry and have kids or face a time of crisis.

How likely are you to attend church regularly
sometime in the future?

Likely: 33% Unlikely: 67% habit of churchgoing.
Which. i those I _ ok 51% OF PEOPLE WOULD
ich, if any, of these life experiences would make you more
open to consyider turning to th% church for help? Y ATTEND CHURCH IF A FRIEND
FACING DEATH: LOSING SOMEONE ~ FACING A OR NEIGHBOR ASKED THEM
ILOVE: o ., HEALTH CRISIS:
26%‘ 25% w 19% % — Difelay Research
RECOGNIZING MY ~ MOVING TO A FACING A BROKEN
DRUG ADDICTION:  NEW AREA: RELATIONSHIP:
ne 10w Gl 9% >
GETTING MARRIED:  LOSING MY JOB: HAVING KIDS:

n R

NONE OF THESE: 37%

ATTRACTING THE UNCHURCHED TO CHURCH

The unchurched often have Christian friends and aren’t turned off by conversations about faith.
How many friends do you interact with regularly If a friend of mine really values their faith,
who consider themselves Christians? | don’t mind them talking about it.

® None
I 9%

i 1
% ._4%
il @24
—— 21%
ik o 5.10
—— 21%

WN‘$ ® 11-20

I 7%
%’i"ﬂ”ﬂ‘ . ® 20 or more
¥ .#"H"ﬂ"ﬁ‘ I 14%

? ® Not Sure
I 23%

3% Not Sure

A personal touch still matters

ant the unchurched to give church a try? Ask them to church. More than half say a personal invitation is effective.
Inviting them to a community meeting—rather than worship—might be the way to go.

If a local congregation or faith community
", If someone you knew invited you to these wanted to reach out and invite you to attend,

activities sponsored by a local Christian they might use one of these methods.
church, how likely would you be to attend? Would the following options be effective in
getting you (or others) to visit?

Neighborhood safety event S .
Personal invitation from family member

No: 45%
Personal invitation from friend or neighbor
No: 49%

Unlikely: 38%

Community service project
Unlikely: 49%
Sports or exercise program

: Online video
Unlikely: 54%

No: 71%
Concert .
TV commercial

No: 77%

Unlikely: 55%
Opportunity to meet neighbors
Unlikely: 55%

Postcard

No: 77%
Outdoor sign or billboard
No: 78%
Knock on door from church member
No: 79%

Worship service
Unlikely: 65%
Seminar on practical life topic
Unlikely: 66%
Small group for people curious ahout God
Unlikely: 74% Radio commercial
No: 80%
Ad in newspaper religion section
No: 80%
Door hanger
Unlikely: 81%

Recovery group
Unlikely: 75%

Seminar on spiritual topic
Unlikely: 76%

Facebook ad
Unlikely: 82%

UNCHURCHED AMERICANS AREN'T HOSTILE TO FAITH.
THEY JUST DON'T THINK CHURCH IS FOR THEM.”

— Scott McConnell, executive director of LifeWay Research

LifeWayResearch.com

October 2016 | Facts & Trends Biblical Solutions for Life




